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before the guest The King was frightened. He fell at the feet of
the rishi and prayed that as he had not partaken of the food and
had only symbolically sipped the holy tulasi water with which
he had washed the feet of the idol of Ranganatha, it need not be
treated as a disrespect to the athithi. Even if it was a mistake,
he prayed that he may be forgiven. The rishi was not pacified.
He was about to curse Ambarika Raja. Ambarika then appealed
to Ranganatha. Hearing this cry for help from His devotee God
sent His chakrayudham to punish Durvasa. Durvasa tried to
run away from the fiery Chakrat Alwar. He approached Indra
for help. Indra and other devas could not help him. He went to
Lord Ranganatha Himself and sought forgiveness. But God ad-
vised hirn to go back to Ambarika Raja and seek his forgiveness.
Accordingly, Durvasa fell at the feet of Ambarika and sought
protection. The generous King that he was Ambarika pleaded
the cause of the Muni with his Lord. Thus, at Thiruchitraku-
tam, Ambarika rishi was helped by God to get over the anger
oEBurvasa.
One more interesting story connected with this divya desam
relates to Adisesha. One day, Athri rishi was performing with
folded hands his morning prayers on a tank bund. Suddenly,
his concentration got disturbed as a small snake found its way
into the folded hands i.e. the anjali hasta of the rishi. By
his gnana drushti, the rishi knew that this small snake was
Adisesha who had come to disturb his prayers. He was annoyed
with Adisesha and he cursed that Adisesha be doomed to be
born on earth. On hearing this curse, Adisesha repented for
his childish prank and sought forgiveness from the rishi. The
rishi said that having uttered the curse, he had no powers to
withdraw 4he^ same. However, he advised Adisesha to go to
Thiruchitrakutam on the banks of the Kaveri, have his bath
in the pushkarini nearby and worship Perumal and that in
due course, he would be redeemed. Thus, Adisesha became
PathanjalL Pathanjali means a person who fell down from the
folded hands (anjalai hasta). Adisesha as directed continued to
have his bath in the pushkarini and worshipped Perumal. In
course of time, Perumal appeared before him and redeemed
him. Adisesha .requested that he be given the boon that he
should never be separated from God and that when the God